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DWR Boosts Water Deliveries to 90 Percent

SACRAMENTO -- Aided by unseasonable rain and snow in an "awesome April,"” the
California Department of Water Resources this week gave its anticipated water deliveries a
great boost over early April when only 50 percent of allocations seemed possible. DWR
announced today that most State Water Project Contractors would receive 90 percent of their
requested deliveries.

Contractors will receive 3.71 million acre-feet of water to deliver to their urban and
agricultural customers. More water also will be available to benefit endangered species of
fish, riparian habitat, and Delta water quality.

After poor rain and snow levels through most of the winter, it appeared that California was
moving into a third consecutive below-normal water year. DWR initially estimated in
December that it would only be able to deliver 20 percent (825,375 acre-feet) of Contractors'
requests. The allocation was increased to 45 percent on January 16; 50 percent on March 28,
and 70 percent on April 24, after the onset of the April wet pattern that this week brought the
allocation to 90 percent, or 3.71 million acre-feet.

An acre-foot, filling an acre to a depth of one foot, is 325,900 gallons, about enough water to
meet the needs of a family of four for one year.

The DWR allocation notification can be found at
http://www.swpao.water.ca.gov/water.html.
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project,
provides dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in

water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water
needs.
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Contact the DWR Office of Water Education for more information about DWR's water
activities.
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